FACTSHEET #4 UNDERSTANDING
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ACTION USING THE WASHINGTON GROUP QUESTIONS.

Data collected with the Washington Group questions (WGQs) will not tell you the cause of
difficulties reported (causality), how long the persons has had difficulties for and whether they
will face difficulties in the foreseeable future (temporality).

When testing the WGQs, the Washington Group found that respondents would not usually
report temporary conditions. This was because the respondents understood that the questions
were aimed at long-term conditions. However, given the nature of the humanitarian context,

sometimes this data is necessary or relevant.

The objective of WGQs is to identify people with difficulties in performing basic actions regardless
of the cause of these difficulties. As a result, questions on causality are outside of the scope of WGQs.

When is temporality relevant?

Temporality is relevant to get a snapshot of who,
at the time of a census or survey, is facing these
difficulties, and would at that time benefit from
accommodations or universal design, or be in need
of assistive devices, medical care, or some other
intervention.
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Remember: the WGQs are not designed to
determine eligibility for particular individuals for
various programs. In those instances, knowing
the temporary/permanent nature of a functional
limitation may be very important.
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When is causality relevant?
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remnants of war, as stipulated in certain
International Humanitarian Law Conventions.
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to understand the impact of the context in
the data collected
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If this information is relevant, how to collect it? By

‘- Remember — the WGQs were not designed to ask about
temporality or causality and so no changes should be made

directly to the WGQs.
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https://humanity-inclusion.org.uk/en/news/1-in-5-syrian-refugees-has-a-disability-new-survey-reveals

