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Gener al dat a of t he
country

a. H internal classifications of the country
cont ext

Operations

Level of

Positioning Emergency

Director Health Focus

violence Focus Focus

Focus
Yes No Yes: High

intensity

a. CGeneral Data

Nei ghbori ng
Country Lebanon country France
(Jor dan)

Popul ation 5489739 10 203 140 65 448 851
I HDI 0.74 0.73 0.9
Gender -rel at ed
Devel opnent 0. 882 0. 875 0. 987
| ndex
Mat er nal
nortality el 4 e
G N | ndex,
2011 31.8 33.7 31.6
Popul ati on
wi t hi n UNHCR 850452 769 260 458 919
mandat e
| NFORM i ndex 4.7 4.4 2.2

Fragile State
| ndex
Publ i c soci al
protection
Net offici al
devel opnent
assi st ance 1398 3 941.7 N A
received (M
UsD)

91, 8 75. 43 30. 48

13,9 8.9 32.6
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b. Humanitarian law instrunents ratified by the country

C.

Humani tari an | aw

. St at us

i nstrument s

M ne Ban Treaty Not si gned
Convention on G uster Ratified 05/11/2010
Muni ti ons

UN Convention on the

Ri ghts of Persons with Si gned 14/ 06/ 2007

Disabilities

Geopolitical analysis

1. Soci al /cul tural/denographic el enents

Lebanon is a nmulticultural, multi-religious country with 18 state-
recogni zed religious groups: 4 Muslim 12 Christian, 1 Druze, and 1
Jewi sh. The official |anguage is Arabic, but nany Lebanese speak
French or English.

The Syrian crisis since 2011 has placed an unprecedented strain on

t he econony, public services, infrastructure, as well as on

denogr aphic factors and social relations. Lebanon currently ranks

hi ghest in refugee popul ation per capita worldwi de, with an estimated
1.5 nmllion displaced Syrians and approxi mately 250,000 Pal esti ni an
refugees living in extrene vulnerability (UNRWA estination).

The country has faced an unprecedented financial and soci o-econonic
crisis since 2019, leading to a w despread uprising and protest
nmovement. Since then, the country has been grappling with a series of
crises, including the successive resignations of prine mnisters,
contenti ous debates over form ng a new governnent, a deepening
econoni ¢ and financial downturn, the inpact of the COVI D-19 pandeni c,
and the devastating explosion at the Port of Beirut in 2020.

Hyperinflation, a devalued currency, and soaring unenpl oynent rates
have left the majority of the population struggling to neet basic
needs.

Humani tari an needs, once limted to refugees, are now evi dent anong
all popul ation groups. Over half of the Lebanese popul ati on and 93%
of Pal estinian refugees are living under the national poverty line,
and 90% of displaced Syrian famlies need assistance to neet their
basi ¢ survival needs (Lebanon Crisis Response Plan 2023).



H - Lebanon Country Card - UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2023

Whi | e Lebanon has remmi ned a generous host to refugees in the past
years, host-community fatigue, conbined with depl eted resources and
deteriorating living conditions, has fuel ed anti-refugee perceptions.

For 2023, it is estimated that nore than half of the popul ati on need
humani tari an assistance, including 1.5 mllion displaced Syrians, 2.1
mllion Lebanese, and nore than 200, 000 Pal esti ni an refugees (Lebanon
Crisis Response Plan 2023). In the first six nonths of 2023, 2.01
nmllion individuals received food assi stance in Lebanon. The nmain
reported needs are food security, livelihood, health, access to
services, and protection. Arong the nost vul nerabl e persons, those
with disabilities are nore likely to be left behind while struggling
to obtain enploynment to neet their basic needs and access essentia
services (Wrld Food Program Disability Inclusion Survey results,
May 2023).

2. Political context

Lebanon experienced a destructive civil war that lasted from 1975 to
1990. Following the civil war, Syria maintained control of |arge
parts of Lebanon until 2005, while |Israel occupied Southern Lebanon
until 2000. In February 2005, former Prinme Mnister Rafiq Hariri was
assassinated in a car bonb attack, |eading to an anti-Syrian
nmovenment that resulted in the withdrawal of Syrian troops from
Lebanon.

In 2014, the Lebanese government couldn't agree on a new president,
| eading to a two-year presidential vacuum The inability to forma
government and make critical decisions left Lebanon vul nerable to
econoni ¢ chal | enges and soci al discontent.

The Syrian crisis, starting in 2011, significantly strained the
country's socio-political and econonic stability by 2016

Lebanon has been narred by economc instability reaching a tipping
point in 2019 causing anti-governnent protests across the country.
Fuel ed by frustration over corruption, econonic m snmanagenent, and a
| ack of basic services, the protests united people fromvarious
sects in demandi ng a conpl ete overhaul of the political system It
led t the resignation of Prinme Mnister Saad Hariri.

However, efforts to forma new government were nmarred by politica
infighting, with various factions unable to reach a consensus. The
Lebanese peopl e, neanwhile, continued to grapple with a
deteriorating econony, soaring inflation, and a weakeni ng nati onal
currency. The explosion at the Beirut port in August 2020 devastated
| arge parts of the city and further exposed the governnent's
negl i gence and i nconpet ence.
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Must af a Adi b was appointed as prinme mnister in Septenber 2020 and
tasked with form ng a governnent capable of inplenenting much-needed
reforns. However, political factions once again failed to reach a
consensus on the distribution of mnisterial portfolios.

Since the end of the president’s term on October 31, 2022, and
followng the failure to elect a new president, Lebanon has entered
an institutional vacuum Parlianent has becone an el ectoral body,
not a legislative one, until a new president is elected.

As of today, after 12 rounds of el ection sessions, the Lebanese
parliament still failed to elect a new president. Lebanon continues
to face an institutional vacuum delaying the inplenentation of a
conprehensi ve economic recovery.

Econom c el enents

Servi ces dom nate the Lebanese econony, representing 78.6% of the
country's GDP in 2022 and enpl oying nore than two-thirds of the
wor kf orce. The banki ng sector, traditionally the mainstay of the
econony, is undergoing a major crisis, with the country facing an
i mm nent risk of default.

The agricultural sector is underdevel oped, contributing only 6%
to the GDP in 2022. Key agricultural products include fruits
(mai nly appl es, oranges, bananas, grapes, and significantly,
olives).

I ndustry accounts for 12.8% of the GDP in 2022 and is dom nated
by the manufacturing of agricultural products, nmetals, mnerals,
furniture, and other manufactured goods.

The fiscal upheaval magnified by the COVI D-19 pandeni ¢ has pushed
t he Lebanese econony into a dowward spiral toward recession
soaring inflation, mass unenpl oynent, shortages of inported
goods, and state insol vency. The economnic pressure has generated
nmore unrest in the streets and threatens a conplete economnic
col | apse.

Si nce 2020, Lebanon's econonic situation has worsened, raising
fears of a countryw de collapse. In a context of econonic

sl owdown and declining transfers from Lebanese m grants and bank
deposits, the state has becone over-indebted and |acks liquidity.

The systemic failure of Lebanon’s banking system and the collapse
of the currency have resulted in a |arge, dollarized cash-based
econony. The country heavily depends on Lebanese |iving abroad,
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estimated to have received a record 31.7 percent of GDP in
remttances in 2022, the second-highest ratio in the world.

Over half of the Lebanese popul ati on and 93 percent of

Pal estini an refugees now |live below the national poverty line,
and 90% of displaced Syrian fam lies need assistance to neet
their basic survival needs. The country is nearly approaching a
nati onal humanitarian energency and w despread food insecurity.
According to the latest Wrld Bank Food Security Update, Lebanon
is the country worst hit by the food-inflation crisis, wth food
security continuing to worsen in recent nonths. Since the

begi nning of 2023, 2.01 mllion individuals have received food
assi stance (2023 2nd quarter sector dashboard, Food Security and
Agriculture, Inter-Agency Coordi nation).

According to the Wrld Bank, inflation was 84.3%in 2020, 154.8%
in 2021, and 171.2%in 2022. By February 2023, the Lebanese
currency has |l ost nore than 98% of its pre-crisis value on the

bl ack market, and this phenonenon is grow ng day by day.
Currently, there are three exchange rates in the country: the

of ficial one (now at 15,000), the black market/parallel nmarket
one (around 89,500), and an internediate rate accepted by the
banks call ed Sayrafa (85, 500).

Lebanon is increasingly reliant on international aid (increasing
by 45%in 2020 to 1.6 billion USD). The International Mbnetary
Fund has decided to provide international public aid to help the
country energe fromthe crisis, but this is conditional on the

i npl ementation of structural reformnms, which, at present, have not
yet been carried out.

According to the World Bank, Lebanon is ranked anong the nost
severe econom c coll apses worl dwi de since the 1850s.

Summary of HI presence In
the country

H began its work in Lebanon in 1992, initially focusing on the

Pal estini an refugee canps and clusters. The organi zation's efforts
i ncluded rehabilitation, pronoting the rights of people with
disabilities, and nental health work with popul ati ons nost affected
by vi ol ence.

Foll owi ng the 2006 Israeli offensive, the organisation |aunched
operations in North Lebanon to clear remmants of the 15-year
Lebanese Civil War. The association al so provi ded energency

assi stance during crises affecting the country and the regi on. For
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exanpl e, in response to the humanitarian crisis caused by the
conflict in Syria, Handicap International initiated energency
projects in 2012 for affected popul ati on groups, including refugees
and host popul ations. These projects, often conducted in

col l aboration with other international or local N&s, initially
aimed to support Syrian refugees with fresh injuries and post -
traumatic stress. The focus later shifted to supporting other actors
in providing an inclusive energency response to refugees.

In 2018, H in Lebanon gradually cover a broader spectrum including
long-termprojects in nental health and inclusive education, as well
as protracted crisis projects in AVR (Ri sk Education), mine action
and protection.

By Septenber 2023, the mission had projects in various areas:

2 Incl usive education projects
3 M ne clearance projects
e 1 Inclusion (technical assistance) project
1 Rehabilitation project that has just ended
1 nmental health and psychosoci al support (MHPSS) project

In response to the current crises, Handicap International has
progressively addressed the deteriorating living conditions within
t he Heal th, Education, and Basic Needs sectors.

Concl usi on: 25 years ago, Handicap International (H') launched its
initial operations by delivering humanitarian aid to Pal estinian
refugees, garnering extensive experience in nental health within the
context of vulnerability and protracted refugee crises. In 1992, the
organi zation initiated its first clearance operations, establishing
H as one of the nost recognized actors in the field, particularly

i n conpl ex geographi cal areas such as nountains and forests. Since
2012 and the onset of the Syrian crisis, H in Lebanon has
intensified its efforts by providing significant health and

i ncl usive support to refugees in challenging conditions, while
concurrently sustaining |long-term projects focused on nental health
and di sabl ed persons' organi zations. In 2018, H progressively
redefined its actions, directing efforts toward both refugees and

t he vul nerabl e Lebanese conmunity.
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l!!j, Hi
Overvi ew on ongol ng projects

Sectors where Hi
part ner shi ps

conducts projects and focus on beneficiaries and operational

Pr oj ect
title and
mai n

sector(s) of
i ntervention

Main activities

Cl earance of 40, 000
n2 i npacted by mines

Benefi ci ari es

Fi nal beneficiaries Part ners

Locati on

Dat es of
begi nni ng
and end of
the proj ect

finance
t he
pr oj ect

ngrgnce and Unexpl oded
Reduct i on Qrdnance (UXQ by Lebanese

t he depl oynent of 2 comuni ties
Land manual ni ne tears; and Syrian

conpiling and
Eileasg, anal yzi ng of refugee- Popul ati on of Chouf Mount

pl osi ve . : targets: . ; 01/07/ 2023
O dnance i nformation through Di r ect district, Lebanese M ne Lebanon to
: pre and post inpact . . . . Indirect beneficiaries: Action Centre (Chouf), CDCS

R sk assessment surveys benef i ciari es: 291, 000 for Land (LMAC Al ey for 30706/ 2024
education and testinonies ¥ron1 20, 000 for Reléase 8,000 for ECF%
( EORE) anq people living in the Land Rel ease, EORE 250 %or VA .
Aol stance | danger zones to gl gl
ip eI_Chouf connunitieS'np Victim
SLEL:'Ct " provision of risk Assi stance.
Lebanon educat i on awar eness

sessions and victim

assi st ance

| nprove the .

Land Rel ease accessibility of ALeﬁlg{?gL'g; ng 221
oper ations secure | and and Di r ect ?2817 fi gures) ana
incorporatin infrastructure for S .
g innovative comunities affected penef|C|ar|es ?2+$§Ze;egkztfgsdthe Lebanese M ne Mount 01/ 06/ 2023
t echnol ogi es by conflict through ) Action Centre | ebanon to MOFA Lux
in Aley the use of 8, 000 Tor Tand o ea concerned by the (i g (Al ey) 31/ 05/ 2023
District-innovative 600 for ECRE  assigned to H by LMAC
Mount approaches to aid therg are 56 169y ’
Lebanon the land rel ease '

processes.

esti mated inhabitants.



Ar ned
Vi ol ence
Reduction

BUZA -
Qdyssey2025
- From

| nnovati on
to Regiona

| mpl enent at i
on

Ment al
Heal t h

AFD
Touchi ng

M nds Rasi ng
Dignity
phase 2
Towar ds

flexible
action for

Enhance
accountability and
safety of the
popul ation in Al ey
district by
pronoting and
encour agi ng the
adoption of safe
behavi ours t hat
nmtigate the risks
posed by M nes and
Unexpl oded Ordnances
(UXGs)

The project ains at
supporting Lebanon
to utilize an

i nnovati ve techni que
in mne actions,
using smal |l unmanned
aircraft systenms to
map suspected

hazar dous areas
(SHA) and confirned
hazar dous areas
(CHA), in Aagoura
area i n Munt-
Lebanon with the aim
of hel ping to speed
up the process of
Land Rel ease and
reduci ng costs
during humanitarian
m ne action
activities

St rengt hen
comuni ty- based
prevention and
response mechani sns
to make nenta
health a collective
responsibility to
improve the quality
of life, well-

bei ng/ posi tive
ment al health, and
enmpower nment  of
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Lebanese LMAC and
comunities in Lebanese comunities in Mbility
t he target the target areas Robot i cs
ar eas

Local
partners’

t echni ca
staff, Menta
Heal t h

st akehol ders
team Wnen,
men, and
children
or without
disabilities,
experi enci ng

MOUSAVAT
Associ ation
8000 beneficiaries

W th

Mount

Lebanon

Governorate 01/01/2022
, Aagour a to

village and 31/12/2023
Al ey

district

Bekaa

Bei rut and
Mount
Lebanon

01/01/ 2022
to
31/ 12/ 2025

BUZA

AFD - co-
fundi ng
from ECHO

10



i ncl usi ve
access to
education
and

vocati ona
training and
t he
construction
of a society
sensitive to
ment al

heal th

i ssues and
respect for
people’s
rights

people in
psychosoci a

di stress and/or with
psychosoci a
disabilities. In
particul ar, the
project wll
strengthen the
Mental Health
Services (MS) of
the Mnistry of
Health in the

devel oprent/ revi si on
of national nental
heal th policies

and/ or strategic

pl ans. Mental health
prevention and care
services, which are
mul tidisciplinary
and community- based
wi |l be consolidated
and nade operationa
by strengt heni ng

t echni cal

or gani zational, and
oper ational support.
Actions for the
pronotion of nental
health will be

devel oped in
partnership with the
users in order to
reduce their
stigmatizati on,

i ncrease their
representati veness,
as well as their
econoni ¢ and soci al

i nclusion. Finally,
a know edge
managenent ,

devel opnment and
sharing plan will be
put in place in
order to share good

HI

psychosoci a

di stress

and/ or
suffering from
a nenta

heal th

pr obl em
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| ncl usi ve
Education

Strengt henin
g Disability
Inclusion in
Lebanese
Publ i c
School s

t hr ough

Assi stive
Technol ogi es
and Capacity
Bui | di ng

| ncl usive
Education

| ncl usi on of
Chil dren
wth
Moder at e and
Severe
Disabilities
in
Speci al i zed
Educati on
Phase 3

practices in the
field of Mental

Heal th and
Psychosoci al Support
( MHPSS)

H will access

i ncl usive public
school s (30 pil ot
school s, 30 new
first shift schools,
and 20 new second
shift schools. The
proj ect ensures
children receive the
needed support

t hrough provi sion of
assi stive

t echnol ogi es and
rehabilitation
services. It also
focuses on parental
engagenent and
capacity building of
teachers to reduce

envi ronnent a
barriers.
Furthernore, this
project will utilize
Assi stive

Technol ogi es (AT) to
pronot e incl usive
education

The proj ect supports
children with
noderate and severe
di sabilities by

i mproving their
access to inclusive
educat i on [ Non-
Formal Education
(NFE)] through
identification,

i ndi vi dual
assessment,
provision of

assi stive

Children with
disabilities
and | earni ng
difficulties
enrolled in
public school s

Children with
noderate to
severe
disabilities

HI

4,278 identified
children

chil dren who
recei ve Therapy

2,800
woul d

chil dren who
recei ve AT=

1, 000
woul d

chil dren who
receive tablets

2,850
woul d
2,850 caregivers

800 MEHE and DOPs
trai ned nenbers

I ndirect beneficiaries

benefiting from
inclusive kits= tota
schools’ students who

woul d benefit fromthe

education kit

di stribution = 38, 400

175 children with
noderate to severe
disabilities

(priority wll

t he previous phase of
the project to ensure
sustai nabi lity of
educat i on)

30 partners staff
(Teacher s+

mul tidisciplinary team

nmenber s)

be gi ven
to students enrolled in
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M nistry of
Educati on

Servi ce
contracts with
Rehab centers

The Lebanese
School for the
Blind and the
Deaf ,

Rayon D’espoir,
Geni us,

The Nati ona
Rehabi i tation
and Devel opnent
Center,
Mousawat
associ ati on
The

Nat i on-wi de

Beirut,
Mount
Lebanon;
Centra
Bekaa
Chouf

01/07/ 2022
to UNI CEF
31/12/ 2023

01/09/ 2023
to UNI CEF
30/ 06/ 2024
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| ncl usi on

Movi ng
Towar ds

| ncl usive
Humani tari an
Acti on:
Enpoweri ng
St akehol ders
for
Responsi bl e
and

Evi dence-
Based

Di sability-

| ncl usive
Actions in
Lebanon

devi ces/rehabilitati
on, and education
and coordi nation
with the Mnistry of
Education and H gher
Educat i on ( MEHE)

pi l ot inclusive
school s.

Supporting
Disability

mai nstreamng in
existing Protection
coor di nati on
nmechani sms and
systens to i nprove
their disability-

i ncl usion capacities

Supporting the

I nternational and

| ocal humanitarian
actors at
organi zati onal and
project levels to
t he inprovenent of
their disability-

i ncl usi ve response;

3

or gani zati ons
I nt er agency
coordi nation
| evel is

trai ned on
disability

I ncl usi on

H -

40 education actors
nmenbers (mai nstream
school s, infornma
education centers ..)
1,000 Comunity Menbers
I ndi rect beneficiaries
are fam |y nmenbers of
children with severe
and noderate
disabilities receiving
education and
rehabilitation services
as well as children
benefitting from

i ncl usive |earning
practices at |arge. The
i ndirect beneficiaries
are estimated to be

5, 000 i ndi vi dual s.

3 organi zations

90 humanitarian workers
trained on disability

i ncl usi on

Lebanon Country Card - UPDATE SEPTEMBER 2023

Lebanese Uni on
for People with
Physi ca
Disabilities

N A

Tripoli and
Akkar
governorate
s (North

Lebanon)

01/ 10/ 2023
to
31/ 05/ 2024

OCHA
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Donors

AFD
AGENCE FRANCAISE
DE DEVELOPPEMENT

OCHA MOFAL UX
Centre de crise et de UNI CEF
soutien
BUZA

Ministerie van Buitenlandse Zaken
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